The Blacksmith of Johnnycake Hollow

BYFATHER WHEEANM HOBDE

{znams was George Adam
H Klem. His story 15 typical

0f 50 many thousands of
10th century Ameticans, the chil-
dren of immigreants. They came
searchmy for 2 better life, lond of
thetr own, fteedom irom tyrammy.
They filled =astem cittes and
flowsd westward. They clesrsd
forests, built roads end f2rms.
pfa:ti cad 21l the tradas NECEIIEY
for 2 more comforabla livme.
They were fxtmers_ stonsmasons.
cupantars, faners, storekaapers,
and when need be, zsoldiets.

Inthe 18303 and Istzr, Catholic
Hesstons from the region of Hagse
Datmstedt, Garmany, setled m
Portzge County, Qhio. Soms of
them were descendants of Hessizn
soldisrs m the Amatican
Revolution. sold by their prince to
tha British 23 mercenanizs. Many
who survived went homa 2nd told
their familizs what & wonderful
place America was, and soms
dagidzd to come to America

Other Germans from
Alsace-Lorzme joined them. to
become the nucleus of Germen
Caztholic congrezations of
Randolph County. Many of them
were formed mto St Joseph
Parishm 1831 by Fzther John
Mzrtm Henny, 2ter Bishop of
Milwaukes,

Some setled nezby m
Rootstown n the perish of 3.
Petzr of the Fields. Thesa our
German forebezrs. brought their
strong Catholic Fatth, thewr dae

£xith m Jesus Christ, his church,
with i3 s2crements and way of
life. They wera of sturdy, hard-
wotkmg farmer stock, lookmg for
land and mdependence, which
they were denied m their home-
land. They found theze n
Americe

Georgzs Klem wes bom m 1867,

the son of Adam Kl=m, whose
parants, John and Elizsbath
brought him to Ohio about 1337,
George's wife, Avnz [ ansmesr,

was the dﬁuEhter 0f {mmigrants
Ad-m [ansmgsr, and Nency Baliz,
whose father baceme 2 stonema-
son and bridee buildsr m Portzpe
County.

Adem [epsmest cems m 1833,
worked 23 2 fzrmer, served in the
Crvil War. His untt was captorad
by Confederate General Nathan
Bedford Fotr=st m middle

Tennessee. Adsm spent seversl

months i tha infamous prisonst of

war camp 2t Anderzonville, G,
Hizheglth was wracked though
later he madz o precatious lving
23 2 fatmer to suppott his family.
George Klein was "tather short
i 3taturs, but strong and wiry. He
shod the hotses and did the metal
work fof fatmars m the srep. He
w2s recognized 23 2 pood wotker
and 230 2 bit crankoy 2t tmes,
ezpecially toward the end of 2 hard
dzv, when the customar would
hold the lantstn. while hs nafled
on znother shoe of two. He kmew
his metals. hot or cold. and also
the woodwotk that went with
many of his rapair jobs. Boys wars
thrilled to watch him wotk, and to

know hiz gentlz and kmowing
touch with anmmals.” (From
“Growmng Pams i Johnnycaka
Hollow" by Albart Panlus.
Johnnvezke Hollow was 2 kind of
ety tndusirial perk m Portzge
County. Tha site took s nzme
from the "1ohnny ceke" that most
worksrs 2tz 23 2 hmchtme staple,
Tt13 deseribad as 2 czke or braad
madz of cormmesl and watst or
milk, usually cooked on 2 griddl=)

Sadly, Georgs Klem dizd whils
still in his prime, m 1913, 2t the
zga of 46, He wes halping to move
aschoolhouse, when the building
slipped. end he was killed. He had
hopsd to start the first Ford agency
m Portega County. His wifs died
thres years later — very pamiully
of concer. They ladt zipht childran
ona of whom became my mother.

Georgzand Anne's story can be
duplicated scores of thousands of
timas in out country’s history.
They were admirable peopla,
dseply attached to their Catholic
tzth. Thev pionzerad tha land,
butlt busmesszes, aducsted thar
children, living the strong Catholic
family values that have help=d to
make our country graat.

Paople always look for hatoes
to admtre. We might forget enter-
tenets and spott sters and =ke 2
longerlook 2t our own anesstors.

Father Tilliam Hadde iz a satirad
pastor of the Diocese of Fort
Wayne-South Band, now resid-
ing 2t St. Anme i Fort Weyne.



